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AMENDMENTS 



In the Claims 

Claims 1-27 were pending at the time of the Office Action. 
5 Claims 1, 3, 6-10, 14-18, 20-24, 26 and 27 are rejected. 

Claims 11-13 and 25 are expressly allowed. 
Claims 2, 4, 5 and 19 are objected to. 

Please cancel claims 1, 3, 6-10, 16-18, 20-24 and 26-27 without 
prejudice. 

10 Please amend claims 2, 4, 5 and 19 as indicated below. 

Accordingly, claims 2, 4, 5^ 11-15, 19 and 25 remain pending and are 
provided herein below in a complete listing of claims: 



15 



Lfisting of Claims: 



1 . (Canceled) 



2. (Currently amended) A media holddown device comprising: 
a platen: 

20 a plurality of vacuum chambers for applying a negative pressure to a 

media positioned on the platen: 

a vacuum source in permanent air communication with holes in the 
platen through the vacuum chambers: 

a hollow vacuum conduit connected to the vacuum chambers: 
25 wherein the vacuum source is connected to the hollow vacuum conduit- 

the vacuimi chambers are part of a first component, the hollow vacuum conduit 
is part of a second, separate component, and A devic e oocording to claim 27, 

2 MPi.$70USM03.doc 
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wh^i^ the first component is of a different n material from the second 
componenr. 



3. (Canceled) 

5 

4. (Currently amended) A media holddown device comprising: 
a platen: 

a plurality of vacuum chambers for applying a negative pressure to a 
media positioned on the platen: 

a vacuum source i n permanent air communication with holes in flie 
platen through the vacuum chaTnbcrs: 

a hollow vacuum conduit connected to the vacuum chambers; 
wherein the vacu um source is connected to the hollow vacuxmi conduit, 
the vacuum chambers are part of a first component, the hollow vacuum conduit 
15 is part of a second, separate component and A dovico according to claim 27, 
wh e r e in the first component is of plastics material and the second component is 
of sheet metal. 

5. (Currently amended) A media holddown device comprising: 
a platen: 

a plurality of vacuum ch ambers for applvin p a negative pressure to a 
media positioned on the platen: 

a vacuum source in perma nent air communication with holes in the 
platen through the vacuum chambers: 

a hollow vacuum conduit connected to the vacuum chambers: 
wherein the vacuum so urce is connected to the hollow vacuum conduit. 
the vacuum chambers a re part of a first component, the hollow vacuum conduit 
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is part of a second, separate component, and A dovioc a e^F4j:&g-e€>-etaHB-3-?7 
wherein the first component comprises a plurality of siib components arraaged 
along a single second component. 

5 6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Previously presented) A media holddown device comprising: 
a platen; and 

a plurality of vacaium chambers for applying a negative pressure to a 
media configured to advance across the platen and for maintaining permanent 
1 5 air communication between holes in the platen and a vacuum source, wherein 
for at least part of the length of the platen, said vacuum chambers are arranged 
one behind the other in the direction of media advance and are connected to the 
vacuum source through a hollow vacuum conduit, 

20 12. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 11, wherein the 
vacuum chambers are arranged in rows perpendicular to the direction of media 
advance. 

13. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 12, wherein each 
25 vacuum chamber has one or more openings communicating with the hollow 
vacuum conduit and the number, size and/or pattern of arrangement of the 
vacuum chamber openings differ between rows of the vacuum chambers. 
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14. (Previously presented) A media holddown device comprising: 
a platen; and 

a plurality of vacuum chambers for applying a negative pressure to a 
5 media positioned on the platen with respective walls separating adjacent 

of vacuum chambers along the platen, the vacuum chambers having a pluraStjr 
of openings providing permanent air communication between holes in fljc 
platen and a vacuum source, and the vacuum chambers being connected via 
respective paths and through a hollow vacuum conduit to the vacuum source 
10 that is capable of applying a negative pressure p, wherein said walls arc 
positioned so that, for substantially all widths of media extending from one end 
of the platen towards the other, the lowest negative pressure applied to flic 
media does not fall below q, where q is smaller than P. ; 

15 15, (Previously presented) A device according to claim 14, wherein for 
selected widths of media a lowest negative pressure applied to the media does 
not fall below r, where r lies between q and p. 



16- (Canceled) 
20 17. (Canceled) 
18. (Canceled) 



19. (Currently amended) A method of determining where to locate 
chamber-separating dividing walls between vacuum chambers of a media 
25 holddown device, said method comprising: 

arranging the vacuum chamber s and the dividing walls along a p laten m 
a ma nner to substantially ensure that a sufTicient negative pressure is 

5 HFJ'S70US.M03.doc 



PAGE 6/1 r RCVD AT mm 1 :43:07 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DN1S:87293()6 ' CSID:509 323 8979 ' DURATION (mm^s):02-52 



rA-^: 03 2805 ii:ei3 FR LHE - KfiYES PLL 5©9 323 8979 TO 17833729306 F-.-0?m 



s ubstantially always applied by a vacuum source to a media positioned on the 
platen whatever the width of the media: 

arranging the div iding walls at a location or adjacent where the nepative 
pressure wo uld otherwise drop below a predetermined value q for a media 
5 having a correspondine width: 

providing a plurality of op enings in the vacuum chambers to maintaiti a 
permanent air communication between the platen and the vacuum source: 

configuring a c omponent that forms the vacuum chambers, the 
configuring includin p integrating a plurality of sub-components having end 
10 walls extending along the platen: 

A m e thod - Qcoording to claim 1 8 , wherein each sub-component has an 
end connection region separated from a remaining portion of the sub- 
component by an end region dividing 'walL 



1 5 20, (Canceled) 

2 1 . (Canceled) 

22. (Canceled) 
23 » (Canceled) 

24. (Canceled) 

20 

25. (Previously presented) A hard copy apparatus comprising: 

a media holddown device including a platen and a plurality of vacuum 
chambers for applying a negative pressure to a media advancing across the 
platen, the vacuum chambers having a plurality of openings arranged to 
25 provide permanent air communication between the platen and a vacuum 
source, wherein for at least part of the length of the platen, said vacuxmi 



O HPJ-$7QUS.M03.doc 

PAGE //1 r RCVD AT 3/3/2005 1:43:07 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/fl * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:509 323 8979 ' DURATION (mm-ss):02-52 



chambers are arranged one behind the other in the direction of media advance 
and are connected to the vacuum source through a hollow vacuum conduit. 

26. (Canceled) 
5 27. (Canceled) 
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